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Welcome

We would like to congratulate you
for taking the time to seriously
consider choosing Geography as
one of your A Level subjects.

Geography is an increasingly
relevant, dynamic and

academically rigorous subject that
helps you to make sense of the

world around you.

This is reflected in the fact that
Geographers are among the most
employable university graduates.

The Geography Department prides
itself on hard work and
commitment to help its students
achieve the best grades they can.

In return, we ask our students for
dedication and determination to
ensure their own success in the
subject.

We are confident that if you choose
A Level Geography you will
experience a course that
challenges, stimulates and supports
you throughout, resulting in a well
earned and desirable qualification
that will benefit you for life.

‘\ : J Clic

ck the image for more about where Geography can take you.
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and geographical learning

* |t helps young people understand the places where they live;

* |t helps children and young people to begin to make sense of the
fast changing, highly interconnected world;

* |t provides students with an opportunity to identify their importance
and responsibility within the wider world;

* |t connects the local with the global;

* |t gives students the tools to not only analyse the world, but
participate in the making of new worlds;

* [t unites us, binds us, and reveals our true ‘place’ on this planet

* knowing why ‘where’ matters;

* |t enables students to understand and recognise the complexity of
global issues.
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YouGov Q1. Which, if any, of the following GCSE subjects (i.e. a qualification for 14
to 16 year olds) do you think currently help teach children about climate change?
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So Is A Level Geography

A Level subjects that teach about climate change

(YouGov/RGS 2020)
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e 265,000 students

* Geography the 6th most popular subject at GCSE level
* 50% more entries than 2011

e 2010 27% of cohort took geography. 2018 40+%

A Level

e ~35,000 students in England, Wales and Northern Ireland sat
an A Level

* Increase on 2018 (& recovered ~50% of the 2017 drop)

Higher Education
* Expanding numbers in HE from ~5,000 pa to ~6,500 pa
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Subjects that can be viewed as ‘facilitating’ subjects are:
* Mathematics and Further Maths
* English

. I A Russell Group guide
PhySICS isions about

0 making deci

* Biology

* Chemistry
+ Geography
* History

* Languages (Classical and Modern)

These ‘facilitating subjects’ are the subject most likely to be
required or preferred for entry to degree courses, and choosing
them will keep more options open to you at university (2011)



Geography opens doors
to other degrees

Did not progress to a degree
Combined

Education

Creative arts & design

History & philosophical studies
Languages

'\'I;/Iass communications & documentation
usiness & Administrative studies
'\ Law

Social studies

Architecture, building & planning
Computer science
Engineering & technology
Mathematical sciences
Physical sciences
Agriculture & related
Veterinary science
iological sciences
Subjects allied to medicine
Medicine & dentistry
Geography

.
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o Five years after graduation geography
graduates have an above average likelihood

of gaining employment.

o Geographer employment rates outperform
many other disciplines, including politics,
physics and history.



Geographers earn above Geographical

Society

® ® @ | average graduate salarles

Advancing geography
and geographical learning

o Geography graduate earnings outperform
many other subjects, including technology,
biosciences and history

o Geographers' salaries are above the average
for graduates:

2% more for men
10% for women



Course Objectives

A Level Geography offers a variety of units of study across both human and physical
Geography. They will help you to engage critically with some of the most pressing
challenges facing the world today, in the hope that you will become part of the
solution to many of the world’s problems.

Fieldwork provides an exciting
opportunity to study processes,
systems and interconnections in
both human and  physical
geography. You will develop skills
to select research questions, apply
relevant techniques and skills, and
find appropriate ways to analyse
and communicate your findings.

As well as the interesting topic content, you will also develop your qualitative and
guantitative geographical skills, working with images, factual text and creative

material, digital data, numerical and spatial data.



course Overview

You will be taught by two teachers - one will deliver Physical Geography and one will
deliver Human Geography.

You will study 6 units in total and complete one piece of coursework:

Physical Geography Human Geography
Coastal Systems and Contemporary Urban
Landscapes | Exam Paner Environments 1 Exam Paper
Water and Carbon .p . 2hr 30mins
Cycles 2hr 30mins Changing Places 40% of grade
40% of grade
Hazards Global Systems and
Global Governance
Coursework - A.n |nd|Y|duaI investigation which must include data 3000 — 4000
collected on a field trip.
N : . : : words
The individual investigation must be based on a question or issue
defined and developed by the student relating to any part of the 8 months
P Y 8 yP 20% of grade

specification content.



lKSS Long Term Plan

Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec Mar | Apr | May | Jun Jul
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FIELDWORK OTHER INTERUPTION EXAM PERIOD -




This unit focuses on coastal zones, which are dynamic environments in which landscapes
develop by the interaction of winds, waves, currents and terrestrial and marine sediments.
Geomorphological processes and how they shape distinctive landscapes are studied. Similar
to the Water and Carbon Cycles unit, a systems approach to study is specified.

Students will develop an informed appreciation of the beauty and diversity of coasts and
their importance as human habitats. Opportunities to exercise and develop observation
skills, measurement and geospatial mapping skills, together with data manipulation and
statistical skills, including those associated with and arising from fieldwork will be offered.



( +

Carbon Cycles

unit Overview - Water ana ’\g

This unit focuses on the major stores of water and carbon at or near the Earth’s surface and
the dynamic relationships associated with them. These are major elements in the natural
environment and understanding them is fundamental to many aspects of physical geography.

A systems approach to the study of water and carbon cycles will be taken. The content invites
students to consider the magnitude and significance of the cycles at a variety of scales, their
relevance to wider geography and their central importance for human populations. You will
have the opportunity to exercise and develop geographical skills including observation,

measurement and geospatial mapping skills, together with data manipulation and statistical
skills.

wn
(4
7,



unit Overview - Hazaras

This unit focuses on the lithosphere and the atmosphere, which intermittently but regularly
present natural hazards to human populations, often in dramatic and sometimes catastrophic
fashion. By exploring the origin and nature of these hazards and the various ways in which
people respond to them, students are able to engage with many dimensions of the
relationships between people and the environments they occupy.

Again the unit offers the opportunity to exercise and develop observation skills,
measurement and geospatial mapping skills, together with data manipulation and statistical
skills.

\\\\\\



Unit Overview - Contemporary fEﬂE
Urban Environments =

This unit focuses on urban growth and change which present significant environmental and
social challenges for human populations. The section examines these processes and
challenges and the issues associated with them, in particular the potential for environmental
sustainability and social cohesion.

Engaging with these themes in a range of urban settings from contrasting areas of the world
provides opportunities for students to appreciate human diversity and develop awareness
and insight into profound questions of opportunity, equity and sustainability. Study of this
unit offers the opportunity to exercise and develop observation skills, measurement and
geospatial mapping skills, together with data manipulation and statistical skills.

Sub Topics include :
Urbanisation;
Urban forms;
Soclal and economic issues associated with urbanisation;
Urban climate;
Urban drainage;
Urban waste and its disposal;
Other contemporary urban environmental issues.
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unit Overview = Changing Places
D
This unit focuses on people's engagement with places, their experience of them and the qualities they
ascribe to them, all of which are of fundamental importance in their lives. Students acknowledge this

importance and engage with how places are known and experienced, how their character is

appreciated, the factors and processes which impact upon places and how they change and develop
over time.

Study of the content must be embedded in two contrasting places. The local place may be a locality,
neighbourhood or small community either urban or rural. A contrasting place will be distant — it could
be in the same country or a different country but it must show significant contrast in terms of economic

development and/or population density and/or cultural background and/or systems of political and
economic organisation.

Study of this section offers particular opportunities to exercise and develop qualitative (and
guantitative) investigative techniques and practice-related observation, measurement and various
mapping skills, together with data manipulation and statistical skills including through fieldwork.



Unit Overview - Global Systems {@}
and Global Governance

This unit focuses on globalisation — the economic, political and social changes associated with
technological and other driving forces which have been a key feature of global economy and society in
recent decades.

Increased interdependence and transformed relationships between peoples, states and environments
have prompted more or less successful attempts at a global level to manage and govern some aspects
of human affairs. Students will engage with important dimensions of these phenomena with emphasis
on international trade and access to markets and the governance of the global commons. Students
contemplate many complex dimensions of contemporary world affairs and their own place in and
perspective on them.

Study of this section offers the opportunity to exercise and develop both qualitative and quantitative
approaches to gathering, processing and interpreting relevant information and data.

Sub Topics include :
Globalisation;
Global systems;
International trade and access to markets;
Global governance;
The ‘global commons’;
Antarctica as a global common.



Exam Board

When studying A Level Geography you will
follow the AQA Specification. This will provide
you with continuity from GCSE, which will give
you a foundation of knowledge and
understanding of the subject in preparation
for A Level.

AQAH

Having followed the AQA Specification at GCSE, you will be more familiar with the
command words and exam technique required at A Level, although there are some

small differences.

Below are some links to AQA pages that give you a deeper idea of the course content:

AQA A Level Geography Homepage

AQA A Level Geography Exam Question Command Words

AQA A Level Geography Subject Specific Vocabulary



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level/geography-7037
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/as-and-a-level/geography/teach/command-words
https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/as-and-a-level/geography/teach/subject-specific-vocabulary

KS4 =

S fransition

The transition from GCSE to A Level Geography can be quite intimidating for some
students. For others, they don’t appreciate the size of the transition involved.

The biggest change vyou will
experience when studying A Level
Geography is the need to study
independently. This means that
segments of each unit will be
researched on your own, without
the direct input of your teacher. A
Level Geography requires a deep
understanding of a broad range of
topics and independent learning is
critical to this. Therefore, the
Geography department will expect
you to take responsibility for your
own learning, contributing to the
analysis of what you do and do not
understand fully.

The exam board also want A Level students to have a
synoptic understanding of the subject, which means to
recognise links between different aspects of Geography
rather than an understanding of separate units of study in
isolation of each other. For example, how does your
understanding of different levels of development around
the world (as studied in the GCSE unit ‘The Changing
Economic World) link to the different ways countries cope
and manage the impacts of a natural disaster (as studied
in the GCSE unit ‘The Challenge of Natural Hazards)?

It’s essential that A level Geography students recognise the requirements and establish
habits and routines designed to develop these requirements early in the course.




WHAT DOES INDEPENDENT STUDY LOOK LIKE IN A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY?

After the Lesson
spend 30 mins......

REVIEW YOUR NOTES

» Highlight key terms.
* Identify the main points of
the lesson.
« Identify any evaluation
points

After the Learning Phase
spend 60 mins.....

At the End of the Unit
spend 90 mins....

REVIEW YOUR NOTES

« Compare to the spec /
revision outline fo see if
you have any gaps in
your notes.

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING
r )

« Identify the terms you
can't define.

* |dentify concepfts you
don't know.

=, |

ILL IN ANY GAPS YOU HAVE.
. Use textbooks / PPTs to
/

j/?///f fillin any gaps that you

have in your notes.

REVIEW YOUR NOTES

« Compare to the
spec/PLC to see if you
have any gaps in your
notes.

CHECK YOUR TEXTBOOK
______  +Use textbooks or revision

- guide to look at what you
don’'t get to see if that

clarifies it.

3

AD NEWS ARTICLES FROM
INTERNET
* Make sure that you
complete areading log

for each article.

FILL IN ANY GAPS YOU HAVE.

%//////% + Use textbooks / PPTs on
/////// Teams to fill in any gaps
///

that you have in your
notes.

Complete an hour
online each week
focusing on the
topics you struggle
with most.

ADD TO YOUR REVISION

OUTLINE
« Add examples / case
studies covered to

your revision outline.

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING
r

* Test your self

» Complete activities from the
J text books and revision
guide.

APPLY TO AN EXAM QUESTION

* Plan out the exam
question. Put in as much
detail as you can.

* Complete the exam
question

QO

Keep going back to
topics, redo
activities and see
what you can
remember

POST IT NOTE REMINDERS

* Make a note of the parts
you are not sure on to
remind you fo ask your
teacher in the next lesson.

ASK FOR HELP

» See your teacher for help
with anything you are not
sure on or don't understand.

v
[

ORGANISE YOUR FILE

: * Ensure your file is up to
date and in
chronological order.

* Make sure anything

digital is printed out.

3

Make links and cross
reference between
fopics.

SUMMARISE THE PHASE

» Summarise the topic on to a
trigger sheet. E.g. Flash
Card, Cornell sheet, Mind
map

ASK FOR HELP
t » See your teacher for help

' with anything you are not

“ sure on or don't

understand.

O
&R

Be aware of what is
happening in the world

Read the Hodder ‘Learning skills for A-level success’ booklet before moving on to the next slide,



https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/media/Documents/Magazines/LearningSkillsbooklet.pdf

Pre Course Onlin

(p

There are numerous opportunities for you to start
preparing for A Level Geography. Online learning
platforms offer free courses to help you understand
the subject better. Below is a selection of links that
have been chosen specifically to prepare you for
studying A Level Geography at Cardinal Langley.

S| The Open University and Future Learn have collated a collection of videos,
_ podcasts and blogs entitled Geography Matters. This is an essential starting
Futurel Point for your pre course online learning.

l;L
0
- )

On the following pages there are links to short courses that will help you to prepare for A
Level Geography further.

It is made clear which are the essential and which are recommended/optional courses.

If you follow the courses properly, with structure and purpose, for example, by taking
notes and following extra research opportunities through links, you will gain a lot from
the time you invest. This, in turn will make the transition to A Level Geography easier.


https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/geography/geography-matters-collection

» ~ ﬁ -~ (~ m N ~ ~ h Na)
Pre Course Online Learning
Open Learning (Open University) — You will need to create an account, but courses are free:

* Introducing the Environment — Ecology and Ecosystems (11 hours); (RECOMMENDED)

* Environment: understanding atmospheric and ocean flows (10 hours);
(RECOMMENDED)

* Water for life (15 hours); (RECOMMENDED)
* Environment: treading lightly on the Earth (15 hours); (RECOMMENDED)
* 'Land grab': an environmental issue? (8 hours). (OPTIONAL)

 Watching the weather (10 hours); (RECOMMENDED)

 Why sustainable energy matters (9 hours); (RECOMMENDED)
* Canrenewable energy sources power the world? (24 hours); (OPTIONAL)

» Earthquakes (8 hours). (ESSENTIAL)



https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/environmental-studies/introducing-the-environment-ecology-and-ecosystems/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/environment-understanding-atmospheric-and-ocean-flows/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/the-environment/environmental-studies/water-life/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/environmental-studies/environment-treading-lightly-on-the-earth/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/land-grab-environmental-issue/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/environmental-studies/watching-the-weather/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/environmental-studies/why-sustainable-energy-matters/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/can-renewable-energy-sources-power-the-world/content-section-overview?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/geology/earthquakes/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab

Pre Course Online Learning

Future Learn — You will need to create an account, but courses are free:

Big Data and the Environment (3 hours per week over 3 weeks);
(RECOMMENDED)

e Climate Change: The Science (3 hours per week over 4 weeks);
(RECOMMENDED)

e Causes of Climate Change (4 hours per week over 3 weeks); (ESSENTIAL)

* Tipping Points: Climate Change and Society (3 hours per week over 2 weeks);
(ESSENTIAL)

e Climate Change: Solutions (3 hours per week over 4 weeks); (ESSENTIAL)

* Transforming Energy Systems: Why Governance Matters (4 hours per week
over 4 weeks). (RECOMMENDED)



https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/big-data-and-the-environment
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/climate-change-the-science
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/causes-of-climate-change
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/tipping-points-climate-change-and-society
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/climate-change-the-solutions
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/transforming-energy-systems

Pre Course Online Learning

Future Learn (Continued) — You will need to create an account, but courses are free:

« Extreme Geological Events (4 hours per week over 3 weeks); (ESSENTIAL)

* An Introduction to Emergency Planning and Preparedness (3 hours per week
over 2 weeks); (RECOMMENDED)

e Come Rain or Shine: Understanding the Weather (3 hours per week over 3
weeks); (RECOMMENDED)

* Environmental Justice (4 hours per week over 5 weeks). (RECOMMENDED)

e Cultural Heritage and the City (4 hours per week over 3 weeks); (ESSENTIAL)
e Migration and Cities (3 hours per week over 3 weeks); (RECOMMENDED)

e Sustainable Cities: Governing Urban Adaptation Under Climate Change (3
hours per week over 3 weeks); (ESSENTIAL)



https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/extreme-geological-events
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/emergency-planning-preparedness
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/come-rain-or-shine
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/environmental-justice
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/cultural-heritage-cities
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/migration-cities
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/governing-urban-adaptation

Wider Reading

Regularly accessing the resources below will help to develop your wider
understanding of the key concepts in Geography and knowledge of some recent
case studies:

Geography in the News:

Geographical Magazine (from the Royal Geographical Society);

National Geographic;

Geography at Science Daily;

BBC Science and Environment:

Sky News Climate:

The Conversation;

Ted Talks (Use keywords in the search bar to filter Geography relevant content).



https://www.geographyinthenews.org.uk/
https://geographical.co.uk/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/news/earth_climate/geography/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment
https://news.sky.com/climate
http://www.theconversation.com
https://www.ted.com/talks

Remember, the more time you spend working through this resource,
the better equipped you will be for A Level Geography.

| am sure that if you find these resources interesting and you enjoyed
your GCSE Geography course, you will find pleasure and fulfilment
studying A Level Geography.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further
assistance with any of the Online Learning tasks or you have any
guestions related to the A Level Geography course.

We look forward to seeing you in September.




